
BOOKS THAT PROMOTE EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND 
INCLUSION 

 

THE SNEETCHES By Dr. Seuss 

 

ñNow, the Star-Belly Sneetches, had bellies with stars. 

The Plain-Belly Sneetches, had none upon thars.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHOEVER YOU ARE 

By Mem Fox 
 
 
ñLittle one, whoever you are, wherever you are, 
there are little ones, just like you, all over the 
world.ò 

 

 

 

BALLERINO NATE 

By Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
ñI want to learn ballet,ò Nate said when he got home. 

ñYou canôt,ò Ben said. ñYouôre a boy.ò 

ñBut I want to,ò Nate said. ñCan I, Mom, can I, 

please?ò 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sneetches-Other-Stories-Yellow-Seuss/dp/0007158505/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526998847&sr=1-2&keywords=THE+SNEETCHES+By+Dr.+Seuss
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Whoever-Reading-Rainbow-Books-Paperback/dp/0152060308/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526998872&sr=1-1&keywords=WHOEVER+YOU+ARE+By+Mem+Fox
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ballerino-Nate-Kimberly-Brubaker-Bradley/dp/0803729545/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526998889&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=ballerino+nate+by+kimberley+brubaker+bradley
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THE SISSY DUCKLING 

By Harvey Fierstein 

 

ñElmer was the happiest duckling in the 

whole forest. He loved to build things and 

paint pictures and play make-believe. He 

also enjoyed helping around the house 

and was especially fond of decorating 

cookies. Yes, Elmer was one happy 

duckling doing all the things he loved to 

do. Unfortunately, there wasnôt a single 

other boy duckling who liked to do ANY of 

the stuff Elmer did. Not one.ò 

 

THE PRINCESS KNIGHT 

By Cornelia Funke 

 

 

ñNo one would dare tell the king how to do anythingð

especially not how to raise his little girl. So he 

decided to teach her the same lessons he had taught 

his sonsé even though she was so small she could 

hardly left a sword at all! Her brothers teased her and 

called her names. óItsy-Bitsy Little Viðlittle girl canôt 

hurt a fly!ôò 

 

THE FAMILY BOOK 

By Todd Parr 

ñSome families are small, some families are the 

same color, some families are all different colors. 

All families like to hug each other.ò 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sissy-Duckling-Book-CD/dp/144249817X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526998917&sr=1-1&keywords=THE+SISSY+DUCKLING+By+Harvey+Fierstein
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Princess-Knight-Cornelia-Funke/dp/1904442013/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526998935&sr=1-1&keywords=THE+PRINCESS+KNIGHT+By+Cornelia+Funke
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Family-Book-Todd-Parr/dp/0316070408/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526998962&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=THE+FAMILY+BOOK+By+Todd+Parr+%E2%80%9CSome+families


BOOKS THAT PROMOTE EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND 
INCLUSION 

 

PRINCE CINDERS 

By Babette Cole 

 

ñPrince Cinders was not much of a 

prince. He was small, spotty, stuffy 

and skinny. He had three big hairy 

brothers who were always teasing 

him about his looks. They spent their 

time going to the Palace Disco with 

princess girlfriends. They made poor 

Prince Cinders stay and clean up 

after them. When his work was 

done, he would sit by the fire and 

wish he was big and hairy like his 

brothers.ò 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.ie/sanjoselibrary/picture-books-for-children-about-inclusion-

and-acc/ 

  

https://www.pinterest.ie/sanjoselibrary/picture-books-for-children-about-inclusion-and-acc/
https://www.pinterest.ie/sanjoselibrary/picture-books-for-children-about-inclusion-and-acc/
http://www.whooosreading.org/whooos_reading_for_schools?a_src=ba&t_gid=4297
http://www.whooosreading.org/whooos_reading_for_schools?a_src=ba&t_gid=4297
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Prince-Cinders-Babette-Cole/dp/0698115546/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526998984&sr=1-2&keywords=PRINCE+CINDERS+By+Babette+Cole
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Morris Micklewhite and The Tangerine Dress By 
Christine Baldachinno. Morris is just who he is. 
Who he happens to be is a boy who loves to 
dress up in an orange dress. The adults in the 
story donôt pass judgment. They support Morris 
for who he is without labeling or shaming. It takes 
some time for all the kids to be accepting, but 
soon their similarities and mutual interests 
overcame the differences. Everyone plays better 
together, and Morris doesnôt have to change who 
he is to be part of the group. 

 

The Big Umbrella by Amy June Bates is an 
incredibly simple book that could be used 
with a wide range of ages to teach about 
inclusion. It is a rainy day, and a child goes 
out with their umbrella. Soon the umbrella 
that loves to help is taking in everyone from 
the rain, no matter who they are or what they 
look like. The umbrella is, of course, a 
symbol for an inclusive society but with 
young children, it can be used as a great tool 
for discussion. ò How would you feel if there 
were lots of people under that umbrella, but 
you werenôt allowed under?ò ñWhy do you 
think the umbrella lets anyone in?ò 

Calvin Canôt Fly: The Story of a Bookworm 
Birdie by Jennifer Berne is a story about a 
starling Calvin who canôt fly and really isnôt 
even interested in learning. Calvin loves 
books and the library, and while all the other 
birds are flying in a pack, he is off on his own. 
The other birds find a way to make sure to 
include Calvin when they migrate.  Soon it is 
Calvinôs turn to use what makes him different 
to help the whole flock stay safe from a 
hurricane! I love that this book showed his 
strengths and weaknesses and how real 
inclusion means accepting both in a group. 

 

http://amzn.to/28LGL8i
http://amzn.to/2FshCSK
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1402773234/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1402773234
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1402773234/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1402773234
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Morris-Micklewhite-Tangerine-Dress-ChristineBaldacchino/dp/1554983479/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1526994414&sr=8-1&keywords=Morris+Micklewhite+and+the+Tangerine+Dress
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Big-Umbrella-Amy-June-Bates/dp/1534406581/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994462&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Big+Umbrella+by+Amy+June+Bates
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Calvin-Cant-Fly-Bookworm-Birdie/dp/1454915757/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994484&sr=1-1&keywords=Calvin+Can%E2%80%99t+Fly%3A+The+Story+of+a+Bookworm+Birdie
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It Takes A Village by Hillary Rodham Clinton is a 
book that is focused on equity and inclusion. The 
text is a simple look at what being part of a 
community is about and what villages of people 
need to thrive; the right tools, kindness, sharing, 
and a shared purpose. The purpose, in this case, 
is building a playground for the children to play and 
build their own community with. The illustrations by 
one of my favorite inclusive illustrators, Marla 
Frazee, add such depth to this book. Every time I 
read it I find new little stories in the illustrations. 
There are interracial couples, children, and adults 
in wheelchairs, young men with babies, a 
breastfeeding mama, and a man with tattoos all 
over this arms in addition to all ages, sexes, and 
races working and playing together. 

 

Last Stop On Market Street by Matt de la Pena is 
an award-winning book that deserves every award 
it gets. The story is simple. A little boy and his Nana 
take the bus after church to a shelter. There they 
help serve food to people living there. The 
inclusiveness comes in how Nana speaks to CJ her 
grandson about all the different people they 
encounter on their journey. She models how to be 
part of a diverse community that not only accepts 
but celebrates everyone. 

 

Egg by Kevin Henkes is a perfect little book 
about inclusion for very young children. Four 
little eggs are waiting to hatch. When they do 
three birds pop out, and the last egg doesnôt 
hatch. The little birds canôt wait for their fourth 
sibling. So they start pecking away at the egg 
only to discover it isnôt a bird after all. When 
the birds fly away from the different hatchling, 
readers can explore the negative feelings 
this spark. But in the end, the birds become 
friends with the other hatchling who is happy 
to be part of the family. 

http://amzn.to/2GhvFrB
http://amzn.to/2g0Gcw2
http://amzn.to/2DkbvKl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Takes-Village-Picture-Book/dp/1481430874/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994509&sr=1-1&keywords=It+Takes+A+Village
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Last-Stop-Market-Street-Matt/dp/0141374187/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994535&sr=1-1&keywords=Last+Stop+On+Market+Street
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Egg-Kevin-Henkes/dp/0062408720/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994572&sr=1-1&keywords=Egg+by+Kevin+Henkes
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Lovely by Jess Hong is wellélovely! 
The book asks ñWhat is lovely?ò and 
the illustrations that follow answer that 
with a diverse group of opposites, all 
accepted as lovely. It celebrates being 
different and more importantly 
accepting different as lovely. The 
illustrations are the backbone of this 
book, and they do a fantastic job at 
including many of the fabulous 
differences in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

Brontorina by James Howe is brilliant because it 
combines dinosaurs with how to make an 
environment that isnôt inclusive into one that is 
inclusive with a great story. Brontorina is a dinosaur 
who wants to dance, but she is too big for the dance 
studio. At first, they turn her away.  Soon, it becomes 
clear that the studio needs to change. Then she and 
others realize their dreams of dancing. I love this 
book, I canôt read it without tearing up, and I have 
read it many many times. Kids love it too! 

  

http://amzn.to/2tzH3fD
http://amzn.to/1YchENs
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lovely-Jess-Hong/dp/1939547377/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994596&sr=1-1&keywords=Lovely+by+Jess+Hong
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Brontorina-Professor-Anthropology-James-Howe/dp/0763653233/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994617&sr=1-1&keywords=Brontorina+by+James+Howe
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This Is How We Do It  by Matt Lamothe is a 
great look at seven children around the globe 
and what their life is like. To be inclusive, we 
first need to learn to appreciate differences. 
Because, it is not inclusive to pretend we are 
all the same. We are different, and that is a 
strength, not a weakness. My daughter loved 
this non-fiction look at what life is like in places 
like Iran, Japan, and Italy.  Children will 
naturally compare their lives to these 
childrenôs lives and note the similarities as 
well as the differences. What is great is that at 
least with my daughter we found many with all 
the children. 

 

 

 

Strictly No Elephants by Lisa Mantchev 
deserves a post all of its own; itôs that good 
and that important. This book is about a little 
boy and his elephant who are banned from 
the local pet club because well, elephants are 
not allowed. They donôt share a reason why 
elephants are not allowed, just that they 
arenôt. This lets parents and teacher reiterate 
the fact that sometimes people are excluded 
for no reason. Itôs not about them. Itôs about 
the people excluding them. In the book, after 
being banned, they find others who have 
been made to feel unwelcome, different, and 
lesser and start their own pet club. One that 
welcomes everyone and their pets no matter 
what. 

  

http://amzn.to/2FvxqA3
http://amzn.to/2vsAI4I
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Strictly-No-Elephants-Lisa-Mantchev/dp/1481416472/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994659&sr=1-1&keywords=Strictly+No+Elephants+by+Lisa+Mantchev
https://www.amazon.co.uk/This-How-We-Do-around/dp/1452150184/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994638&sr=1-1&keywords=This+Is+How+We+Do+It++by+Matt+Lamothe
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Come With Me by Holly M. McGhee is a look 
at how inclusion can work as a force against 
hate and fear. The kindness that is a part of 
inclusion and the inclusion that is part of 
kindness is what this book focuses on. How 
little gestures and acts of kindness can create 
a shared sense of well being and community. 
This book would be a great addition to a lesson 
about random acts of kindness. 

 

 

 

 

Iôm New Here by Ann Sibley OôBrien is a book 
about being new told through the stories of 
three recent immigrant children; Maria 
from Guatemala, Jin from Korea, and Fatimah 
from Somalia. Readers see the struggles that 
the children face learning a new language, 
feelings of isolation, and then each child 
gaining confidence in their new home. All 
children can relate to new experiences. This 
book helps to go a little further and imagine 
not knowing the language. It also shows the 
power of kindness and inclusion children can 
show to someone new. Also, how a little goes 
a long way. None of these children feel 
included at the beginning of the book. 
However, as the other children in their 
classrooms take steps to include them, they 
begin to blossom. 

 

  

http://amzn.to/2FIAqML
http://amzn.to/2lIpnIE
https://www.fruugo.ie/im-new-here-by-anne-sibley-obrien/p-8197047-17504917?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIg8-x6bKZ2wIVLLftCh2bVgI-EAQYASABEgLtPPD_BwE
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Come-Me-Holly-M-McGhee/dp/1524739057/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994729&sr=1-1&keywords=Come+With+Me+by+Holly+M.+McGhee
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A Family is a Family is a Family by Sara OôLeary is fantastic! This book starts off with 
a child nervous to talk about their family 
because itôs not like everyone else. Soon as all 
the students share things that make their 
families unique the child sees all families are 
different, but they are all families. 

I love that what the children share about their 
families isnôt the label most adults would put on 
the diverse family in the illustration. It explains 
a same sex family as ñBoth my moms are 
terrible singerséò instead of ñI have two moms. 
They are lesbians.ò This is a much more 
inclusive way to present families, not to 
mention more natural. It includes many 
different family structures from same sex, to 
single parents, big families, families with a new 
baby, interracial families, families with divorced 
parents, families with foster children, and more. 

 

All The World by Liz Garten Scanlon has a message about diversity that is subtle and 
goes so much further than simply human 
differences. Diversity is everywhere. All of our 
differences come together to keep the world 
going. This book is very poetic; it leaves the 
readers both old and young feeling peaceful and 
connected. I love this book and its ambiguous but 
lovely images of people of all different 
backgrounds working, eating, and playing 
together. Oh and this is a fantastic book to calm a 
busy preschool class. 

  

 

Want more books about inclusion? This book list focuses more on children taking 
action and learning how to include others and is a great companion to the list above. 

  

http://amzn.to/2Hsf6IT
http://amzn.to/2iuV5ct
https://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2017/08/books-teach-children-how-to-include-others.html
https://www.bookdepository.com/All-the-World-Liz-Garton-Scanlon/9781481431217?redirected=true&utm_medium=Google&utm_campaign=Base1&utm_source=IE&utm_content=All-the-World&selectCurrency=EUR&w=AFFPAU96QHS756A80RSB&pdg=aud-298410632102:pla-73704536979:kwd-73704536979:cmp-711089934:adg-34717183902:crv-163904382364:pid-9781481431217:dev-c&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5eOPjrOZ2wIVSbvtCh0Jkgj5EAYYASABEgLhm_D_BwE
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Family-Sara-OLeary/dp/1554987946/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526994806&sr=1-1&keywords=A+Family+is+a+Family+is+a+Family+by+Sara+O%E2%80%99Leary
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BOOKS THAT TEACH CHILDREN 

HOW TO INCLUDE OTHERS 

Teaching our children to be the type of people that notice the lone child sitting on the 
bench with no one else to play with is no easy task. Some children will naturally be 
aware of the child who is not included in the group; many will be so wrapped up in their 
play they wonôt notice. While awareness like that takes time to develop in all children, 
what we can help with is working on teaching our children about how being excluded 
and being included feels like. We must teach children how to include others and why 
inclusion is important not just from a systemic view but from a 5-year-old view. It feels 
good to be part of the group. I feel confident and ready to learn and play when I 
am part of the group. It makes me feel safe when I am part of the group. I donôt 
need to put anyone down when I am part of the group.  One tool that can help 
parents and teachers in this task to teach children how to include others are books 
that spark discussion, characters that your child can relate to, and stories about being 
different, being yourself, and inclusion. Here are some of my favorite books that teach 
children how to include others. 

All our book lists contain affiliate links. 

  

Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty, is a wonderful tale 
of a little girl who is a born scientist. Ada is curious and a 
little chaotic too! She asks questions and seeks answers 
and canôt stop even when she is sent to the thinking 
chair. I love that Ada is spirited and determined and as 
annoyed as her parents are with some of her behavior 
they ultimately accept and love her and her super curious 
mind. Accepting others for who they are and being an 
includer starts with parents and teacher role modeling 
this if we canôt accept our children or students for who 
they are how can we expect them to do the same? This 
book shows what wonderful things can happen when 
parents are accepting of an exceptional ( though not 
perfect) child. 

https://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2017/08/books-teach-children-how-to-include-others.html#comments
http://amzn.to/2qgEfNK
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ada-Twist-Scientist-Andrea-Beaty/dp/1419721372/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526996050&sr=1-1&keywords=Ada+Twist%2C+Scientist+by+Andrea+Beaty
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The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi is such a lovely book. 
The main character is Unhei a little girl who has just 
immigrated from Korea. She is trying to decide on an 
easy to pronounce American name, and her new class 
helps by offering up suggestions and places them in a 
name jar. As she gets used to her new surroundings 
and develops friendships, she realizes she doesnôt 
need an American name after all.  I loved this book 
because there are so many great lessons about being 
yourself, about being supportive of friends and about 
being brave in new situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lily The Unicorn by Dallas Clayton is more than just a 
book about Lily the unicorn who is 100% herself; it is 
about her acceptance of Roger the penguin who is 
nothing like her and her desire for the two of them to be 
friends. Sometimes marching to the beat of your 
drummer means being kind when others are not, and I 
think that this book teaches that part of friendship is 
accepting your friend for who they are, especially if they 
are nothing like you. The illustrations are fun, colorful 
and fill many of the pages making this an engaging book 
for all levels. 

  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0440417996/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0440417996&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://amzn.to/1MRvcxn
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Name-Jar-Yangsook-Choi/dp/0440417996/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1526995179&sr=8-1&keywords=the+name+jar
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lily-Unicorn-Dallas-Clayton/dp/0062116681/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526996070&sr=1-1&keywords=Lily+The+Unicorn+by+Dallas+Clayton


BOOKS THAT PROMOTE EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND 
INCLUSION 

 

The Story Of Ruby Bridges: Special Anniversary Edition 
Robert Coles is a book all children need to read. Ruby Bridges may not have had a 
choice about her place in history, but she bore the burden with incredible bravery all 
at the age of six. This book does a wonderful job at telling the story of how Ruby 
Bridges was the first African-American child to enroll in a previously all-white 
elementary school. The hatred and threats she dealt with and the grace in which she 

did, grace none of those hateful people 
deserved. Of all the biographies about the 
civil rights movement, this is my favorite 
because children can relate to Ruby, they 
can relate to walking into school, and to the 
feelings of anxiety, itôs easier to put 
themselves in her shoes than those of 
leaders and adult activist. This is a great 
book to introduce children to this part of 
American history, but it is also a great book 
to talk about exclusion, to talk about adults 
excluding children and how wrong it is. 
There are a lot of doors that have been 
opened since Ruby walked through those 
doors but there are also a lot of people who 
have fought and are still fighting it to close 
them back up. When you read this book 
talking about injustice and exclusion as 
something only in our past is unjust, you 
must also talk about the relevance today. 

 

 

A Peacock Among Pigeons by Tyler Curry is 
a humorous and touching look about 
standing out from the crowd when you arenôt 
necessarily trying to. Peter, the peacock, 
tries to blend in with the pigeons but he canôt 
no matter how hard he tries. The story is 
about how after he had left the pigeons he 
met colorful birds that accepted him and 
themselves for the ways they were unique 
and from that Peter started to love himself. 
This lesson isnôt just an important one for 
kids who will stand out no matter who they 
are but for the ones who fit in easily and need 
to know how those peacocks feel. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439472261/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0439472261&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20&linkId=FC74N6GUE3I5DZL3
http://amzn.to/2u3ZZhN
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Story-Ruby-Bridges-Special-Anniversary/dp/0439472261/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526996094&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Story+Of+Ruby+Bridges%3A+Special+Anniversary+Edition
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Peacock-Among-Pigeons-Tyler-Curry/dp/1631773259/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526996114&sr=1-1&keywords=A+Peacock+Among+Pigeons+by+Tyler+Curry
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Pink Tiara Cookies For Three  by Maria Dismondy is a story I think most of us can 
relate to. Itôs about two best friends whose friendship is challenged when another little 
girl is welcomed by one friend and not by 
the other. I know as a young girl I dealt 
with this, and it was heartbreaking. Now 
as a mom I watch my son and his two 
closest friends deal with this often. The 
author does a beautiful job at recognizing 
the feelings of rejection, loneliness, and 
anger that children feel when this 
happens. The little girls in the story are 
probably a little more capable of 
expressing themselves than preschool 
aged children, but that makes this book 
even more important. I used this book 
with both my children often when 
friendship struggles popped up, not only 
when they were left out, but when I had a 
hunch they were the ones doing the 
leaving out. Oh and please donôt think itôs 
a girly book, itôs not my son loved it. His 
exact words were ò This would be really good for teachers to read to classes. ò I agree. 

Spaghetti in A Hot Dog Bun: Having the Courage to Be Who You Are by Maria 
Dismondy is about bullying, but itôs also about doing the right thing and not losing 
yourself especially when itôs hard. This story about a little girl made who is teased 
mercilessly by a classmate and how she 
deals with it. What we liked so much was 
that the bully was really mean and the 
bullying seemed to come from nowhere. 
I think that is so important because when 
you are getting bullied, itôs hard to make 
sense of it, and often there is no clear 
reason for being a target. The dialog that 
this opened for us was so enlightening, 
and this book offers parents and 
teachers many chances to talk about the 
complex issues of bullying. The thing 
about this book is that itôs not even so 
much about bullying but about not losing 
confidence in yourself and who you are 
in the face of a bully. Lucy struggles with 
being teased, but ultimately she helps 
her bully when he needs it even though 
he doesnôt deserve her help. She does the right thing and gains confidence in herself 
in the process. 
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